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To: All Registered Veterinary Surgeons in Hong Kong

Dear Sir / Madam,

Mandatory Continuing Professional Development Scheme

I write to inform you that the Veterinary Surgeons Board of
Hong Kong (the “Board”) will implement the Mandatory Continuing
Professional Development Scheme (the “Mandatory CPD Scheme”) from
1 October 2023. In order to be issued with a valid practising certificate
for 2026, a registered veterinary surgeon (“RVS”) will be required to
declare his/her fulfilment of CPD requirement from 1 October 2023 to
30 September 2025 when he/she applies for renewal of a practising
certificate.

One of the core missions of the Board is to safeguard the health
and welfare of animals, and the interests of animal owners through the
development and improvement of professional standards. Since 2008,
RVSs have been encouraged to participate in the Board’s CPD monitoring
system on a voluntary basis (“Voluntary CPD Scheme”). A survey
conducted in 2016 found that the profession generally supported a
mandatory CPD Scheme. The Board has since approved the details of the
Mandatory CPD Scheme which aims to ensure RVSs’ professional
knowledge, skills and values are kept up to date in order for them to
practise veterinary surgery and provide veterinary services of the requisite
standard. Details of the implementation of the Mandatory CPD Scheme
and its key features are as follows —



Mandatory CPD Scheme: Implementation and Key Features

(A)

(B)

©)

(D)

CPD Requirement

You are required to obtain at least 40 CPD points in a rolling
two-year reporting cycle, of which a minimum of 25 points must be
from structured activities (the “CPD requirement”) in order to have
the entitlement to be issued with a practising certificate conferring you
the full right to practise veterinary science or provide veterinary
services in the following year.

Reporting Cycle

Every two-year reporting cycle begins on 1 October two years prior to
the year of application for renewal of a practising certificate until
30 September of the year of the said application for renewal of a
practising certificate. The first Reporting Cycle will start on
1 October 2023 and end on 30 September 2025 for renewal of your
practising certificate for 2026.

Reporting of CPD and compliance with CPD Fulfilment

When you apply for renewal of a practising certificate, you will be
required to declare in the application form whether you have
fulfilled the CPD requirement in the immediately preceding
two-year reporting cycle. Separately, you must complete the
“CPD Point Record Sheet” and retain documentary proof of
participation in CPD activities for at least 6 years. Your completed
CPD Point Record Sheet and supporting documentation must be kept
by you for production to the Board for inspection upon request. An
annual audit of selected RVSs by reference to their completed CPD
Point Record Sheets and supporting documentation will be conducted
to monitor compliance with the CPD requirements.

Application for Deferment

If you are unable to fulfil the CPD requirement in a particular
two-year cycle, you may apply for a deferment of two years to make
up for the shortfall in CPD points in that cycle when you apply for
renewal of your practising certificate. If you are granted the
deferment, you will be required to undergo a CPD audit shortly after
the completion of the two-year deferment period.
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“Guidelines on the Mandatory Continuing Professional
Development Scheme” (“Guidelines™) and “CPD Point Record Sheet” are
enclosed herewith for your reference and use.

Transitional Arrangement

The Board has decided that the Voluntary CPD Scheme will end
on 31 December 2023. If you wish to apply for a CPD certificate under
the Voluntary CPD Scheme, you must submit your application by
31 March 2024. Please note that no CPD certificates will be issued under
the Mandatory CPD Scheme.

Two types of final CPD certificates will be issued for the last
reporting cycle under the Voluntary CPD Scheme as follows —

(a) Those with a reporting period starting on 1 January 2022

You may apply for a CPD certificate for the whole 2-year
reporting period (i.e. 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023).

(b) Those with a reporting period starting on 1 January 2023

In view of the end of the Voluntary CPD Scheme, you may only
apply for a CPD certificate with a 1-year reporting period (i.e.
1 January 2023 to 31 December 2023) instead of a 2-year
reporting period. Pro-rated CPD requirements (i.e. 20 CPD
points, with at least 12.5 points under “structured activities™) will
be required to qualify for a CPD certificate for the said adjusted
reporting period.

CPD points obtained during the quarter from 1 October 2023 to
31 December 2023 (when the Voluntary and Mandatory CPD Schemes will
overlap) may count towards both the Voluntary and Mandatory CPD
Schemes.

Following the end of the Voluntary CPD Scheme and
commencement of the Mandatory CPD Scheme, a practising RVS must
have fulfilled the target level of participation in CPD activities in order to
continue practising veterinary surgery and providing veterinary services.
RVSs who have been awarded a CPD certificate under the Voluntary CPD



Scheme may publicise their CPD attainment of participation in CPD
activities up to 31 December 2025.

With effect from 1 January 2026, no business cards of RVSs
shall bear any statement concerning CPD certification (including those
for previous reporting periods); and expired CPD certificates must not
be displayed at RVSs’ practices. The Board will cease publishing
information on the latest “CPD Certified Period” of RVSs on its website
from 1 January 2026.

Webpage of the Mandatory CPD Scheme

Details of the Mandatory CPD Scheme, including the Guidelines,
“CPD Point Record Sheet’ and “Frequently Asked Questions”, are
uploaded to the Board’s website (https://vsbhk.org.hk/english/cpd/cpd.html).
You may also obtain copies from the Secretariat of the Board.

Briefing Session

To facilitate the profession’s understanding on the Mandatory
CPD Scheme, the Board will conduct a briefing session. Details of the
briefing session are as follows —

Date : 29 August 2023
Time : 7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.

Venue : 5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong

You may choose to attend it in person, or virtually join via Zoom.
If you wish to attend the briefing session, please complete and return the
attached enrolment form on or before 31 July 2023.

Seats are available on a first-come, first-served basis. You will
be arranged to join via Zoom if seating capacity is already reached.
Confirmation on enrolment, including the meeting ID, login password and
meeting link of Zoom arrangement, will be conveyed via email.



If you have questions on this letter, please contact the Secretariat
at (852) 2150 6696 or email secretariat@vsbhk.org.hk.

Yours faithfully,

( Prof. CHING Pak-chung )
Chairperson
Veterinary Surgeons Board of Hong Kong

Encl.
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